
(Letter # 1)
August 21, 2017

17385 US Hwy 17

Hampstead, NC 28443

To Whom It May Concern,

I am an elementary Music teacher in Pender County, North Carolina.  I had the wonderful 

opportunity to work with Mr. Charles Pettee in May of 2017.  Mr. Pettee was able to complete a week-

long residency at our school through a Grassroots Grant funded by the North Carolina Arts Council.

 For me, as the Music teacher, it was the best week of the school year! The students were able to 

connect with traditional North Carolina folk music in a way that was meaningful to them through story,

songs, and the introduction of a variety of instruments.

Mr. Pettee was able to work with our 4th graders, 2nd graders, and 5th graders throughout the 

week.  In addition, he ended the week with two culminating concerts for all of the students at our 

school.  Mr. Pettee was very flexible in accommodating our school schedule with its early start and in 

working with larger groups than he had in the past.  He was able to work with approximately 100 4th 

graders to help them compose a song specific to our school and region.  He worked to incorporate their 

ideas and words throughout the drafting process until the song was finalized.  Then, the 4th grade 

students were able to present their composition to their peers at the final concert.  The students were so 

proud!

In working with the different grade levels, Mr. Pettee varied the songs he shared and the way he

presented the historical information in order to engage learners of differing ages.  Mr. Pettee went 

above and beyond our expectations while he was here at our school, including presenting a special 

session for students who are in a self-contained classroom for students with exceptional needs.  All of 

the students ended the week with a better understanding of North Carolina folk music and the 

instruments traditionally used to create it. After the Friday concerts, several classroom teachers 

approached me to share how much they personally enjoyed the concerts and how engaged their 

students had been all week.  

In closing, I would highly recommend Mr. Charles Pettee for any school residency or music program.

 Topsail Elementary greatly benefitted from his visit this past year, and we would look forward to 

another residency in the future!

Sincerely, Laura Beth Payne, M.A., NBCT, Music Teacher, Topsail Elementary School



(Letter # 2)

Paul [Buksbazen] said it well, we really enjoyed having you, listening to your music, and seeing the way
you dealt with our kids. The tme you ssent in the classroom was very valuable, giving those students 
more us close and sersonal tme. They were very interested in your instruments as many of them had 
never seen a banjo or mandolin before. They watched intently as you slayed great Blue Grass tunes.  
One of my 5th-grade students said that was the best music class ever.  Ooss.  Ha!  You made a big 
imsression on them as you demonstrated diferent styles of music, talked about the infuence of 
diferent cultures, and related history to give them a beter understanding of the songs you taught. 
The students were involved in the music through singing and moving and they felt your sassion for 
Blue Grass.  Thank you for sharing your talents with us.  It was a worthwhile week that will be 
remembered. 

Karla Williams
        Music Teacher (unedited email follow us from 3 Day “Digging for the Roots of Bluegrass” 
residency, Polo Ridge Elementary School, March, 2018)

(#3: email note 3/16/17)

Good Morning!

Thank you so much for an incredible performance yesterday!  The students absolutely loved it 
and I have heard from many teachers how much they enjoyed it as well.  I am grateful the 
students had a chance to hear your performance - I hope you'll come back to McCracken next 
year!

All the best -

March Moody, Orchestra Teacher
McCracken Middle School
300 Webber Road
Spartanburg, SC  29307
Phone:  864-594-4457
Fax:  864-596-8418
(Additional references):

1) Shana Adams

Director, Creative Arts in Public & Private Schools/Community (CAPS)
Durham Arts Council, Inc.
Phone: 919.560.2718 I Fax: 919.560.2725 I



2) Ava J. Hughes

Arts Educaton Director
(864) 278-9693
200 E. Saint John Street

Ssartanburg, SC 29306-5124

3) 
Eleanor H. Oakley |President/CEO

United Arts Council of Raleigh and Wake County  

410 Glenwood Avenue, Suite 170  Raleigh, NC 27603

(p) 919-839-1498 ext. 2  03   (e) eoakley@unitedarts.org

mailto:eoakley@unitedarts.org

